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RiOII : Chai-rmn, Joint Comittee oa Rongelap and Utirik
.

smJEcT : 1Comr.mts on Ammhents to Summary of Proposed Draft Agreement .

w
Ihe Jains Cozr,itteaConcerning Rongelq and Utiri!cappreciates t?lisoppor-

A2tho.u~hthe Joint Committee is aware that this is only a surmary of the“,
yropc.3cddra.~t.Igreenmnt,ic SUIS tile.t certain substantive znd techai-
c21 chn:ds will, if edopted by the Trust Territory and the AX, more
chac>J s>;U cut the in@ntions of the Congress (see P.L. 5-52).
mr Ca.s.cm:sGcy be more useful and coxplete upon raceipi of the full
dzaZz proposal.. ..-
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2.

‘i:lewozds “KSD UTIRI!{t’ware zddc~ to prevent a possible oversi@t.,.
.

~~e clause “EXTi,~tiNIXE TRUST TZRRITORY OF T112PACIIWC ISIJJSDSAX)
U.S. AT~.!iCENERGY CCl~2iISS10ii”was”added for clarification.

I;iIinc 1 of ?aSe 1, the words “FUIJDSIN AN A?t~Jj~TNOT TO EXCXED”

CX!;2CXi~twould in no way bc hLzGer&l. T!M i~,ountof $20,002 per cmr.ua
+’‘s tim is,at *.l- to a large extent, 3a ar5itrary mount. llopefullyit

-7=?1‘Je~dc@ua~- du~~r,~t;li~fi”r~tyeay of the A&ieamnt.
8.--

s~~o~l~ it
.

:wov.cicmfficicnt or excessive, both’’partiesshould be allowed latitude
in prqasi?d; chm~zs bxed on the actual cost of the ?>ro~rm. The
1.--F..--~--.&*..u “::(2,TC) iNX3)” is not in consonmce with this fundamental

Ccrbcqti Zxtmsicns of the Agrcm.ent, without tha possibility of mending
GY.etotal. ailoc=tion, would be bound to that $20,000 fi~ure. ,
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.4. “In lines 4 and 5 of pa~e 1 “OR TI-iEIRSUCCESSORS”
Cormittcc feels’that there is a stron~ likelihood of

2

WaS af!f!cd.The -
new political status

for t?~eTrust Territory within the foreseeable future. The additional
wording anticipates that potentiality.

5. In line 5 of page 1, the year “1994” was inserted in place of “1975.”
I.ZliIcit is true that the Congress Of the United States (like the Conyess
of ~iicroneiia)can not irrevocably bind its successor Congress to fund.
pro~r.am, projects, asencies, etc. beyond its owu life> it iS e’WallY
true tilatthe interests of the people of RonGelap and Utir~K, the
Confjrbssof Micronesia and the T~ust Territory Administration will not
be adequately protected by a one year term Agreement, extendable only upon
bilateral reaffirmation:

.
+,

6. In lines 7 through 11 on page 1 the words “ANDPAYIIENTSREIRGUNMR SMLL
NOT IN TH.EAGGRZGATE AT ANY TIM EXCEED TII.XSAMOULiT”were deleted and
the following proviso was added: “; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, THAT THE PAIITIES

SHALL REVIEN ANNUALLY THE AMOUNTS PROVIDED M THZ MC UNDER THIS AG?&EMMT
AND SilALL.UPOX TilEIRlWNJAL COXSLXT, MENW3 THE MOUNTS PROVIDED HE?JK4”..
The reasons for this deletion and ad~ition are similar to those expressed

. in itcm 3 of these Comments. Both parties should be afforded the
opportunity “at any tine” to demonstrate, to the other party’s satisfaction,
why the most recently stated aaount pcr annum is improper. The deleted

language would preclude any future adjustment of that $20,000 figure
.. assuiningannual extensions under the original language of part 1.

-,

7. ‘tine’S’on page 2 has been changed, deleting the word “n:CLUDES” and
substitutimz the words “SHALL mcLU~E”. W roster.is incowlete
at present, particularly in light of item 8 of these Comments.

8. In line 6 of page 2 the phrase “, DESCrLiDENTSOF EXPOSED PERSONS”
was included. This change is in line with the expressed intent of the
Congress of Ificronesiathroush P.L. 5-52. As long as scientists
dekatc the hereditary significarlceof radiation, the Committee feels that

there is sufficient controversy-to warrant the inclusion of “descendants
of exposed persons’ among’the people benefited by this program, The

nunber of such persons is very small and will not substantially increase
the financial considerations entering into this Agreement.

In any event, the Comittee feels that AEC’S obligations extending
to exposed persons naturally and logically extend also to the descendants
of the exposed persons.
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9. Lines 6 and 9.of pa~c 2 were altered to incluclcthe worcls “U.ii’ZL~iTED
TO IkRiL4DIATIOX”.Since it is both to assume that certain accidents may .
be directly or indirectly caused by the effects of residual irradiation,
adcquace safeguards should bc extended to cover such accidents.

.

10. The amount “$9.00” was added to Mne 12 of page 2 to avoid the
possibility of erroneously combining the eligibility for per diem of both
patienk and escort.

11. In lines 13 throu~h 16 of page 2 the words “AT LEAST 60 DAYS
PRIOR TO THE RXNEWAL DATE OR” and the year “, 1975” were deleted and
the words “OF 3ACd YEAR DURING Ti~ETERi4OF THIS AGREEMNT AND ANY SUCCZED- ,
ING YEAR(S) PROVIDED FOR IN AN EXTENSION OF THIS AG.RMNIENT”were added. ‘-,
Chan~es in this part were made to 1) accommodate the amendments made in
item 5 of these Comments, and 2) acknowledge the uselessness of a June
30, 1975 renewal date wi~ichwould never have come into existence under ,the
oziginal draft proposed Agreement, without “the mutual consent of Fhe e
parties”.

.12. The part concerning indemnification was deleted in its entirety. It is
the Committee’s opinion that there may be situations in which the AEC
should assume liability where no causal relationship between a death or
injury and the negligence of the AEC, its contractors, or employees can
be shown, except for that original responsibility for the irradiation of
the injured person(s). .

Please be sure to send tiloeCommittee a copy of the full draft proposal as
soon as it becoinesavailable for further’review and comment. Thank you

,— for your attention to our interest. ,,

.

cc:- Director, Health Se~ices
Deputy Attorney General
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